
Heritage Elementary – “Keeping our children safe while preparing them for a successful tomorrow.” 

 

 
 

Things You May Not Know About Our School 

Arts & Humanities 
 

What are Program Reviews? 
 

    Some years ago, Kentucky stopped assessing students in Art & Humanities and Portfolio Writing.  

To replace these assessments, the state began requiring Program Reviews, which is where school staff 

evaluate the effectiveness of these programs against a set of standards.  Now, elementary schools must 

complete program reviews each year on their Art& Humanities program, their Practical Living & 

Career Studies program, Writing program, and K-3 Primary Program.  These program reviews will be 

calculated into our overall state assessment scores and will count for 23% of the total score.   

 

 

 What Are the Arts? 
 

    The arts consist of four disciplines:  

music, dance, drama, and visual art.  

Students receive instruction in all four of 

these disciplines.  Much of the instruction 

comes during art and music classes with our 

arts and humanities teacher.  Some of the 

instruction also comes from the regular 

classroom teacher as part of other lessons or 

activities.  For example, in reading, students 

might be given the opportunity to draw a 

picture to illustrate the story or act out part 

of the story with classmates.   

 

 Why Learn  

About the Arts? 
 

    There are many career opportunities related to the arts: 

performers, technicians, designers, and engineers just to 

name a few.  Research also shows that students who 

engage in the study of the arts perform better in other areas 

such as reading, math and science.  Another reason is that 

learning to understand and appreciate the arts adds to a 

person’s overall quality of life.  Elements of art, music, 

dance and drama are everywhere in our society from 

movies to advertisements and it is always good to know 

and understand the things in our world that influence us. 
 

How Do Students Participate in the Arts? 
 

    In addition to the direct instruction students receive from their teachers, students also engage in the 

arts in a number of ways at our school.  Our annual Christmas Program is one way.  Every student gets 

to participate.  They sing, play instruments, perform, and sometimes even dance.  Many of the 

assembly programs we have during the year will also allow students to engage in the arts as both an 

observer and a participant.  We have an annual art fair as well as opportunities for students to compete 

in poster and t-shirt design contests.  Often, field trips will be arts-related, allowing students to attend 

plays and other productions.  Even some of our extra-curricular activities, such as the Heritage 

Hoedowners, allow students to pursue their performing arts interests.  

 
 

 

How Can  

You 

Help? 
 

 

     As a parent, guardian, or family member, there are many ways that you can 

participate.  You can foster their interest in the arts by signing them up for music 

lessons or dance classes.  You could take them to see a play or concert.  However, 

there are a number of free and easy things you can do like listening to music with 

your child, encouraging them to participate in productions at church or elsewhere, and 

even taking time to color with them.  Children love doing these kinds of things, and 

who knows, you might even find yourself having fun as well. 

 


